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First bulletin for 2017, almost a
month delay but with many
surprises; the year 2017 has
received us with new challenges
on the horizon, other kind of
primates and a small tenant, many
improvements in infrastructures,
areas of management, support in
communities, substantial support
on the behalf of the volunteers,
essential donations and
renewed energies,
without further delay we show you the biannual
newsletter of ONCA, enjoy!
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THE GARDENING AREA _ is a success; we
have a plantation of 2500m2 that will help
us to be a self sustainable refuge in the
future, we have approximately 50 banana plants, 100 cassava plants, 50 papaya
plants and different vegetables including:
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and pumpkin. In the coming months we plan to increase production to 1000m2.
THE NEW WEBSITE _ is almost ready and
in the coming weeks you can enjoy the new
design and content, we have also started
a new instagram account that along with
Facebook will be the short-term information platforms of the association.
SPIDER MONKEYS _ As we proposed
in the previous issue we decided to start
working with spider monkeys, we received two sisters as a voluntary donation,
we present them in the following section.
COMMUNITY SUPPORT _ we are currently helping to clean the paths and spaces of
the community development of Villa Alcira, we have planned a constant support
for the month of July, organizing with the
community for planned support activities
in advance, so that our help is as efficient
as possible.
A concrete pad was poured for the spider monkey
cage, which allowed us to build a new cage measuring 2m x 2m x 2m. The spider monkeys, Maria
and Mika, are delighted with their new home, which
gives them more space at night and, more importantly, a place to retreat to on wet days when they
are unable to get out.
With the excess cement and taking advantage of
the good weather, we completed the path between
the kitchen of the animals and the clinic. Thanks to
the effort of the volunteers who carried sand and
stones, we are able to have a mud-free path with a
large area for the boots to keep the quarantine and
clinic clean.
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Next was the construction of a third cage for the capuchin rehabilitation zone for the two new arrivals
from Cochabamba, Thimo and Dexter. The cage is a
cube of 2m x 2m x 2m connected by tunnels to the
cage of the main group and the other small cage.
This cage gives us greater ability to develop relationships within the group, through which we can
move the animals into different cages. This proved
invaluable when Frodo developed sores from his
belt, as it enabled us to provide an interesting environment for him during the day, while he could not
leave the cage system.
The last large cage construction, and arguably
the hardest, the new cage for the Saimiri: Drucilla,
Cain and Abel. This cage is built primarily from sustainable local materials from the jungle. The posts
(except the door) are from Chaquillo, a hardwood
that takes three years to grow back. This material
requires considerable work to make them usable,
from cutting, transporting, peeling, to cleaning, all
of which would have been impossible without the
efforts of the volunteers. The cage of 3m x 3m x 2m
has given them a much better quality of life, and the
opportunity to place much larger and varied trees
and vines in their cage for them to enjoy. The metal
parts of the cage were funded through our online
campaign which reported a phenomenal amount of
£250. A big thank you to all who donated, especially to the three largest donors Maria, Slimerag and
Damián, who as a prize got to name the three new
baby capuchins, Amuya, Aki and Squidget respectively.
The old Saimiri cage has been carried down the hill
(a great effort and with only a minor fall!) for Spike
the Coati. The plan is to build Spike a more permanent structure until we can transfer him to another
center for the custody of wildlife.
A big thank you to Cameron for donating a new water tank, this has doubled our capacity for the sedimentation tank, making a big difference to water
problems. This will be invaluable in the driest and
busiest months to follow.
.
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nEwS
in The
FAmilY

In these six months we have received eight
new onca individuals who will become part
of our family; Five new capuchin monkeys,
two spider monkeys and a coati, we tell you
where they come from and in what state
they are currently in.

THE CAPUCHINS: starting in chronological order we have Thimo and Dexter, two
adult males (about 5 years each) coming
from another rescue center in which there was not enough space to give them an
adequate treatment, they are rescued by
the authorities in an operation against the
wildlife trade in the department of Cochabamba, as adults and because of their
erratic behavior we believe that they have
spent a long time in captivity before their
rescue, so they need a lot of attention and
special care in their feeding.
Later the three Amuya babies arrived; a
female infant who was donated by a person from the area who knows our work and
decided to give it the opportunity it deserves, Aki a small male delivered by the Naval after a confiscation from amoung the
population of rurrenabaque and Squidget
another female delivered by the neighbors
in a similar situation to Amuya. Due to their
very young age (all of them about 3 months), they have needed special care from
"foster mothers" while they were in their
quarantine period, including receiving the
special milk needed for their proper development.

with the volunteers because she is still very
young and needs special care; Thimo and
Dexter are making friends more slowly due
to their advanced age but already they are
observed improvements in their behavior.
After receiving many deliveries of spider
monkeys we decided to start a new management area in which we will start our
work with spider monkeys.
We received at the beginning of the year
two sisters, Maria and Mika, who already
have thier own handling cage and are beginning to recognize the fruits of the forest,
as we await the arrival of more individuals
with whom we can continue group formation.
Last but not least we have Spike, a Coati
who arrived courtesy of the park wardens
of the National Park of Madidi. Our initial
intention was to refer him to another center, but because there was no space in any
of them, we had to leave him in our center.
Wie currently have it in a temporary area
where it receives the necessary care and
we are contemplating the idea of starting
work with this species if we can not get it to
another center in the coming months.

Currently all but Squidjet (who is still in
quarantine because she was the last one
to arrive) are in the area of habituation,
getting to know the other members of the
group in rehabilitation, Aki already has several friends and many protectors who ensure that he is always safe (Mediano , Bututu, Chola and Chiki, even Hatun is starting
to play with him), Amuya still has to stay
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MEEt
the

CoAti

The South American ring-tailed
coati, mundi or mishasho (Nasua nasua), is a species of
carnivorous mammal of
the procionid family that inhabits
predominantly the South
American
jungles and
the southern
part of Central
America.
It is a mammal
related to the
boreal raccoon, but
the species is characterized by a long
snout with some pig
and bear claws.
Thier skin is either soft
or black brown, with
lighter belly, and white
rings on the tail in many
cases. Its head is thin with
an elongated nose, small ears,
black feet, long non-prehensile
tail which is used to balance.
Adults measure 41-67 cm from
head to tail base, and the tail can
add 30-60 cm to their overall length. The shoulders reach about 30 cm,
and they weigh between 3-8 kg. The
male can become twice as large as the
female, and has large, sharp canines.
They have strong limbs to climb and dig,
and are renowned for their intelligence.
They walk on their feet (plantigrado) and
can descend from trees upside down
thanks to their flexible joints. They prefer to
sleep or rest in high places and in niches.
They live in groups of 10 to 20 individuals
(usually no more than 60), but males are
solitary, carnivorous and even cannibalise
the offspring of the species. They sleep in
nests, which they make, in the tops of trees.
The coatis lead quiet lives, and always leave a watchman like the meerkats.
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When the watchman makes
a sound
like the
barking
of a
dog,
the
coatis
flee
to the
thickets
or to the
treetops,
although
some turn
and face
the aggressor.
They are
curious
animals,
who sometimes go to
urban areas
to steal things.
The coati is an exotic
and rare pet. When it
is small it is tender and
friendly, but when it
grows it can be a
big problem. When
they reach adulthood
they can be aggressive,
because of captivity and
hormonal causes.
They are usually playful and it is
better to hide their food in different
places for enrichment.
Due to its potential for colonization, it
constitutes a serious threat to native
species, habitats or ecosystems, this species has been included in the Spanish Catalog of Invasive Alien Species, approved
by Royal Decree 630/2013, of August 2,
it is prohibited in Spain to introduce it into
the natural environment, have possession,
transport, traffic and commerce.
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JuNglE
Plants

“Asai”
Bull's Blood

The palm of Asaí, Azaí, Huasaí, Palm
Murrapo, Naidí, Majo or (in Portuguese)
Açaí (Euterpe Oleracea) is a native
palm of the North of South
America, appreciated for
the nutritive properties of
its fruit. It is also known as
the manaca palm.
IT'S CONSUMPTION DATES
BACK TO PRE-COLUMBIAN TIMES
AND IS A VERY IMPORTANT FOOD IN THE
AMAZONIAN DIET.

The fruit of this palm
tree, known by the
same name, is edible
and consumed in the form of
drinks, sweets, and ice cream.
For each 100g the pulp of the fruit
contains 8.1 g of proteins; 52.2 g
of carbohydrates (including 44.2 g
of fiber) and 32.5 g of fats, 3 in addition 260 mg of calcium, 4.4 mg of
iron, 1002 UI of vitamin A and small
amounts of vitamin C as well as aspartic acid and glutamic acid and
in addition 319 mg of anthocyanin3
and other antioxidants.
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It's main commercialized product is palm
heart, which is extracted by knocking
down the palms and is processed as a pickle for salad type
meals.
Their fruits are
consumed by birds,
especially by the
guacharos, while their seeds
are consumed by rodents
and some fish, in addition
their stems are used b
carpenters in roofing.
IT IS ATTRIBUTED
MEDICINAL PROPERTIES OF
VARIOUS TYPES.

According to Professor Stephen
Talcott, a study conducted by the
University of Florida found that
it caused self-destructive responses
in up to 86% of the cancer cells
of leukemia.
THE SAME STUDY ALSO CLAIMED IT TO BE
ONE OF THE RICHEST FRUIT
SOURCES OF ANTIOXIDANTS.
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FreE

VolunTeerS
JESSICA & WILLIAM (UK)
MAYO | 17
We had a great time volunteering here and it will
be something we always remember!
The staff here were fantastic. They gave us a good welcome, showed us what was required of us from the start
and gave us plety of responsibility when it came to looking after the animals and helping round the camp. They
also clearly work very hard each day to ensure ALL the
animals are well cared for and looked after. They are up
early and don't stop until late in the evening when everyone in the camp has been fed.
Talking of being fed, the food was great! They all put in a
lot of effort in the kitchen and it means dinner each night
is a feast with plenty of left overs for me!!
There are a lot of experiences here that were a first for
us both. Feeding monkeys from a bottle or a syringe (just
like those nature documentaries you've seen), caring for
them, chopping bamboo, trekking through the jungle to
cut down trees and picking fresh fruit from trees. Oh yea,
and scrubbing monkey poo each day... but that was worth it to know that it makes the monkeys' lives in their cages
a whole lot better plus it is a good opportunity to get close
to them and watch them go about their monkey lives.
If you are thinking about volunteering here you will not
regret doing it. Massive thanks to Keith, Cam and Or for
your hospitality and for the care you put into looking after
these amazing animals.

MICHAEL (FRANCE)
ENERO | 17
Great experience with pationate people carrying a
good and positive project ! Hope I could stay more
time but even one week was unforgettable :) I wish you
guys a lot of success in the development of the project
and a lot of volunteers to help you !
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THEA
(UNITED KINGDOM)
JUNIO | 17
I stayed here for two weeks at the end of my travels, but if it was possible to extend my stay I would
have done!! Honestly one of the most rewarding and happiest experiences of my life, staying in the jungle was
gorgeous but the most amazing thing about this workaway are the beautiful souls running this organisation;
it is truly amazing to see how much care and passion they
have for these animals and this project. I've never met
people who have worked so hard with such determination, it is really inspiring. The food is also insaaane! super
heartbroken that you can't get Yuca in the uk haha!
I cannot praise these guys and their work enough, and all
the other volunteers and their hard work and positivity!
Just like one big sweaty monkey loving family, really hoping to make it back one day! Thank you for the dopest
two weeks guys!

HANA
(CZECH REPUBLIC )
MARZO | 17
Amazing group of people, amazing group of animals of all kinds .. all together living happily in the
beautiful Amazonia. Increadible place. Andres and Natali
are doing a great job, always smiling and nice to volunteers, whenever u need a rest, u can tak a rest, whenever
u help them, your help is appreciated and they are grateful. I loved every single minute there, I enjoed the work
because I can see the purpose - they want to realese the
animals back to the forest in the future and everybody is
working hard to make the life of all the rescued animals
happy again.

JOHANNES (GERMANY)
MARZO | 17
Those were two terrible weeks. Mosquitos everywhere, a lot of rain, molding backpack, blisters from the work
with the machete and cutting my finger with the same.
But there was Andres and his brilliant staff who did
everything to make everyone feel comfortable. Great
meals (always creative in trying to meet everybody's taste - thanks for that!), great conversation, great project
and a great attitude to this. Thanks for two weeks with
outstanding experiances!

GUILLAUME (FRANCE)
MARZO | 17
Forma parte de estos lugares increibles donde reina buenas ondas. Fui una experiencia tan positiva
que yo pienso a regresar a la mayor brevedad en este
jardin de Eden.
Muchisimas gracias a los miembros permanentes del
proyecto por su acoge y le deseais mucho suceso por las
proximas etapas!

ROBERT & TOM (UNITED KINGDOM)
JUNIO | 17
This place was the tits. We spent 2 weeks working there
and could have easily spent longer. The work is reasonably demanding and the environment unforgiving, not for
weak, but such a worth while cause.
The staff are great and the food was unbelievably good.
If you're looking to work somewhere in the jungle for a
worth while cause, look no further.

KATHRIN (GERMANY)
MAYO | 17
The time I spend with you was simply amazing!
The challenging environment, the good work, and
the time to get to know you really made me happy.
You guys do an incredible job over there, every day, tirelessly, and it was so good joining you and learning all the
things about the animals and the nature. The work with
the different animals is so satisfying and rewarding, never did anything like that before.
Aaand, I've never been keen on soya, but since I tried
some of Keith's dishes...
Thank you for giving me a place in your lifes for the few
weeks, I had an unforgettable experience
Definitely can recommend this place to everybody,
go there!!!

JULIETTE & GAÉTAN (FRANCE)
JUNIO | 17
KARINA & PHIL (AUSTRALIA)
ENERO | 17
My partner Phil and I came to spend 2 weeks and stayed over 2 months. We had the most amazing time with
all the other full time and regular volunteers. We learnt so
much and made such amazing friends. The people care
so much about making a difference and making the best
lives possible for the monkey's, (also dogs, cats, chickens
and Lombok the toad). Friends for life.
The second we can come back we will guys. Our first and
the most amazing workaway ever.
Thank you Andres, Keith, Or, Cam, Nat and Carles <3 <3

We spent one week there with my boyfriend Gaétan few weeks ago and we met a lot of nice people,
permanent or short term volunteers! The atmosphere
there is unbelievable, in the middle of he jungle.
It is not given to everybody to work with monkeys!
Don't miss this chance.
By the way, I hope the baby Capucin feels better and that
the parasite ran away? :)
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AcknoWledGMents
All these new constructions in infrastructures, cages,
work in general would not have been possible without
the support of our partners, who are the constant
economic flow on which depends on, the volunteers
with their support insitu in the center, the trust placed in our work by the people who delivered the animals and the donations on an individual level as well
as fundraising activities; from here to everyone, you
know who you are, a big hug, millions of thanks, and
the reassurance that we will not disappoint you, we'll
see you in a few months! Meanwhile, do not hesitate
to follow our news on Facebook.com/oncaorg or our
instagram account @oncaorg.

ORGANIZACIÓN PARA LOS
NATIVOS Y LA CONSERVACIÓN
DE LA AMAZONIA
Con la denominación ONCA (Organización para
los nativos y la conservación de la Amazonía), se
constituye una ASOCIACIÓN al amparo de la Ley
Orgáni-ca 1/2002, de 22 de marzo, y normas complementarias, con personalidad jurídica y plena
capacidad de obrar, careciendo de ánimo de lucro.
La existencia de esta Asociación tiene como fines:

1. La difusión y promoción de las culturas
locales en la Amazonia Boliviana.
2. Defensa, protección y promoción de la
conservación de su biodiversidad.
Estos fines se llevaran a cabo mediante el desarrollo de actividades, mediante convenios o de forma individual, tales como:
• Creación de un Centro de Manejo y Custodia de Fauna Silvestre.
• Soporte en proyectos de conservación de especies amenazadas.
• Ejecutar y promover acciones de bienestar animal, preservación
y conservación.
• Motivar y asesorar la organización de grupos regionales que pla
nifiquen, desarrollen y evalúen investigación básica y aplicada en
especies y/o comunidades humanas y áreas de interés, enmar
cado en la educación biológica.
• Planes de difusión y promoción de la cultura y costumbres locales.
• Capacitar mediante cursos periódicos (no formales) en forma
transdisciplinaria a estudiantes, técnicos y profesionales que
compartan los objetivos de la asociación.
• Elaborar material virtual, audiovisual e impreso de diferentes
niveles y formas que contribuyan con las finalidades de la
asociación.

AYúdanoS
a

diFunDir
Nuestra

LaboR !

C/Cerro de Butrera 24, Madrid, España
Rio Beni Propiedad "Libertad", Bolivia

Teléfono (1): +591 73032866
Teléfono (2): +34 636969314
Correo: info@oncaorg.org

www.oncaorg.org
www.facebook.com/oncaorg
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